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Braille system in accessibility elevators in the

Paris region, France

Abstract
In 2005, the French government regulated to ensure that people with reduced
mobility could enjoy widespread equal rights and opportunities by stipulating that all
public buildings must be equipped with accessibility elevators that meet the
requirement of the NF EN 81-70 standard specification(Le ministere du Logement,
2003). In 2012, the European Parliament passed a directive requiring all Braille in
elevators to be English Braille. This study surveys the installation of the Braille
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system in accessibility elevators in eleven public buildings in the Paris region in France.
It undertakes statistical calculation, analysis and comparison, as well as proposes
measures to address any challenges that emerge. The purpose of this study is: (1) to
understand the current status of the Braille system in accessibility elevators; (2) to
compare different installations of the Braille system in accessibility elevators; (3) to
collect basic data on the Braille system in accessibility elevators; and (4) to propose
principles of design, usage and installation of the Braille system in accessibility
elevators.

This survey demonstrates that design-wise, the Braille on the main button panel in
the elevators is correct in 30.6% of elevators. It also finds that 69.4% of elevators have
not installed the Braille system. Concerning usage, after analysing the location of the
Braille system in elevators, this survey finds that 1.4 % of Braille panels are installed
above the button panel, while 3.9% are installed below the buttons, and 15.3% are
installed to the left of the buttons. In terms of installation, this survey finds that
construction workers do not always have knowledge of the Braille system. Therefore,
it is common for Braille panels to be installed upside-down. This survey finds that
81.8% of Braille panels are correctly installed and 18.2% are incorrectly installed.
Concerning panel arrangement, this survey finds that 25% of main buttons are arranged
in the AOF format.

Keywords : Accessibility Elevator, France Braille system, Paris.
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Fig. 11 Recommended location of Braille on standard bottom panels
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